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Zoning according to Reg. 605/2021

Genotype 2

Genotype 1

❑Genotype 2

• Piedmont and Liguria (January 2022): 
Zone I and II; 

• Lazio (May 2022):

oRome: Zone I and III; 

oRieti: Zone I and II. 

❑Genotype 1

• Sardinia(1978): Zone III



ASF Virus sequenced in Italy

Europa Asia

The Genotype 2 viruses circulating
in Italy do not show peculiary
sequence differences able to
define the origin but the two
clusters show some little sequence
variation demonstrating that in
Piemonte and Lazio we are in two
different incursion of ASF virus.



National surveillance plan in Italy since 2020

Due to the spread of ASF in the last years Italy has developed the National surveillance and prevention plan for
ASF since 2020 with following key points:

1. Passive surveillance in wild boar population: any wild boar carcass found (even road accident) must be
reported to the veterinary authorities for sampling;

2. Passive surveillance in pig farms: any suspicious animal/carcass (clinical symptoms, anatomopathological
lesions, mortality rate increased of 30%) has to be tested for ASF. In addition, in the pig holdings keeping
less than 50 heads at least two pigs died each week have to be tested for ASF.

3. Numerical control of the wild boar population: “Guidelines for the elaboration of regional plans for the
management of wild boars” has been drawn up by the Ministry of Health in agreement with the Ministry
of Agriculture and the Ministry of Environment.

4. Verification of the level of implementation of biosecurity measures: on all the categories (commercial,
backyard and free range pigs holdings).

5. Awareness campaign: training to all the stakeholders (hunters, farmers, vets, but also common citizen,
tourists and travelers) to inform on the risk of introduction on ASF and increase surveillance and reporting.



ASF information campaign - storymap

https://www.vetinfo.it/

https://www.vetinfo.it/


ASF information campaign – Ministry website 

https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/sanitaAnimale/dettaglioCont
enutiSanitaAnimale.jsp?lingua=italiano&id=208&tab=4

https://www.salute.gov.it/portale/sanitaAnimale/dettaglioContenutiSanitaAnimale.jsp?lingua=italiano&id=208&tab=4


Specific dashboard for ASF data 



Emergency manual for ASF in wild boars



From the 1° case detection on the 7° January… 

The measures taken immediately after the 1st case according to Reg. 2021/605, Reg. 2020/687,
Prevention and surveillance National Plan, Manual of ASF emergency in wild population:
• Institution of Central Crisis Unit;
• Ministerial Provision 11/01/2022: Establishment of the enlarged Infected Area
• Order of Ministry of Health in agreement with Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry policies

13/01/2022: Prohibition of hunting and other activities in the infected area;
• Regional orders (neighboring the infected area - Emilia Romagna and Lombardia): Prohibition of

hunting and other activities in neighboring areas;
• Ministerial provision 18/01/2022 with measures for control and prevention of ASF
• Decree Law n. 9/2022: Urgent measures to stop the spread of ASF: Regions have to adopt a

surveillance and eradication plan against ASF both for domestic and wild animals based on the
National plan and the Manual of ASF Emergency in wild boars population, after the scientific
opinion of the National Reference Laboratory of ASF and the Italian Institute for Environmental
Protection and Research (ISPRA)

• Identification of an Extraordinary Commissioner for the implementation and coordination of
measures to contain and contrast the spread of ASF



Ministerial provision 18 January 2022



Active search of carcasses

Using the EEA reference grid the restricted areas has
been divided into cells of 1km2. Each cell is
controlled by a group of people that report to the
region. The Region collect all the reports and send a
comulative repor every 2 weeks to the Ministry that
elaborate the data.

Days of active searching of 
carcasses

Active searching (media per 
day)

Km (media per days)



Ministerial decree 28° June 2022:
«Biosecurity requirements for pig establishments»

Law Decree n. 9, containing "Urgent
measures to stop the spread of African
swine fever (ASF)": Article 1, paragraph 7
preparation of a decree by the Minister of
Health, in agreement with the Ministers
of agricultural, food and forestry policies
and of the ecological transition, in which
the technical parameters of biosecurity
are established for pig farms by type of
production and farming methods.

▪ Art.1 - Purpose and scope of application

▪ Art. 2 - Definitions

▪ Art. 3 - General aspects concerning biosecurity measures

▪ Art. 4 - Company checks

▪ Art. 5 - Cleaning and disinfection

▪ Art. 6 - Information system

▪ Article 7 - Financial invariance clause

▪ Art. 8 - Transitional and final provisions

▪ Annex: Biosecurity requirements for farms (backyard, commercial
housed and semi-wild both high and low capacity) and for transit
establishment.



Fences status
- completed in the highest risk area (North-west and
west): green colour on the map
- highways fences are reinforced: yellow colour on the
map (most of the cases are inside the two highways
- vandal acts
- increased price of the materials, the Government is
allocating additional funds in order to complete the
project.



Changing scenario, ASF in Lazio 

Rome Rieti



Changing scenario, ASF in Rome 

Example of protests and slowdowns in the 
application of the measures

Backyard farms of pigs held for purposes other
than zootechnical uses and food production
(minipig) apply measures only of identified
biosecurities from the Directorial Decree prot. n.
12438 of 18 May 2022



• Fencing: reinforcement of the highway fences (completed) and buffer fence (Completed in the highest risk
area)

• Traps in the infected area
• Active search of carcasses
• Wild boar reduction plan outside the infected area
• Domestic pigs:

o Increase passive surveillance possibly with all dead animals tested for ASF (hence including <20kg);
o Increase biosecurity level strictly applying any prescribed measures (10 animals = 10000 animals)
o When not possible consider slaughtering/culling and further compensation to avoid

repopulation/restocking
o Training of pig owners and keepers on biosecurity measures to be applied in pig farms;
o Training of Veterinarians on ASF (Early detection, outbreak management and restocking procedures)

EUVET mission in Piedmont and Liguria regions



ROME
• close the gates of the motor Ring allowing the wild boar in and out movements;
• reducing the wild boar population in the neighboring free area;
• continue the passive surveillance outside motor ring;
• organize a trap system;
• perform active search of carcasses in the area of viral circulation (sample, test and remove carcasses)
RIETI
• continue the active search of carcasses focusing in the most likely sites for carcass finds;
• arrange specific training for hunters on biosecurity measures to regulate the hunting;
• preventive slaughter not necessary but monitor and increase biosecurity measures in holdings promoting the
immediate slaughter in farms with insufficient biosecurity levels.
BOTH AREAS
• facilitate the procedures for the culling of captured wild boars and the safe disposal of the carcasses;
• In neighboring free areas facilitate the marketing of the wild boar meat;
• genetic investigations on the carcasses to differentiate the population of origin of individual wild boars.

EUVET mission in Lazio



• In mountains areas difficulties in founding carcasses;
• Difficulties in appling measures in anthropized or touristic areas (trekking, outdoor activity, hunting)
• slowdown in the installation of fences, both for environmental characteristics and economic reasons

(increase of the price of the material);
• Perform preventive slaughter in some commercial holdings;
• Vandal acts on some installed fences;
• Decreased collaboration of volunteers in active search of carcasses;
• Animal welfare activists.

Conclusions and critical points 



Thanks for your kind attention


